Conflicts of interest in data monitoring of industry versus publicly financed clinical trials.
The FDA Guidance, while highly appropriate for industry sponsored trials, need not be imposed on publicly (e.g. NIH) financed clinical trials. While the potential for conflicts of interest exist in the latter, they are in general manageable and pose an acceptable low risk of threatening the integrity of a study. However, the Guidance should heighten the awareness of all investigators in public trials to the potential for the appearance of conflicts and to the need for full and open participation in the management of dualities of interest.